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Documentation of Public Hearing 

Project Location 
Hidalgo and Willacy Counties, Texas 

 

Hidalgo County Precinct 4 Endowment Center  

107 N. Sunflower Road, Edinburg, Texas 78542 

 

Project Limits 
From Edinburg Lake in Hidalgo County to the Laguna Madre in Willacy County 

 

Hearing Location 
Hidalgo County Precinct 4 Endowment Center  

107 N. Sunflower Road, Edinburg, Texas 78542 

 

Hearing Date and Time 
June 11, 2019, 5:30 P.M. 

 

Presenters 
Raul Sesin, General Manager, Hidalgo County Drainage District 1 

Barbara Castille, Environmental Manager, S&B Infrastructure, Ltd.  

 

Elected Officials in Attendance 
Anissa Guajardo, Representing Filemon Vela, U.S. Congress District 34  

Nuriddin Kalum, Representing Vicente Gonzalez, U.S. Congress District 15  

Ellie Torres, Hidalgo County Commissioner Precinct 4 

Saul Garcia, Representing David Fuentes, Hidalgo County Commissioner Precinct 1 

 

 

Total Number of Attendees (approx.) 
23 

Total Number of Commenters 
0 
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Documentation of Public Hearing 

Project Location 
Hidalgo and Willacy Counties, Texas 

 

Willacy County Safe Room  

10804 Business 77, Raymondville, Texas 78580 

 

Project Limits 
From Edinburg Lake in Hidalgo County to the Laguna Madre in Willacy County 

 

Hearing Location 

Willacy County Safe Room 

10804 Business 77, Raymondville Texas 78580 

 

Hearing Date and Time 

June 12, 2019, 5:30 P.M. 

 

Presenters 
Raul Sesin, General Manager, Hidalgo County Drainage District 1 

Barbara Castille, Environmental Manager, S&B Infrastructure, Ltd.  

 

Elected Officials in Attendance 
Marisela Cortez, Representing Filemon Vela, U.S Congress District 34 

Ellie Torres, Hidalgo County Commissioner Precinct 4 

Saul Garcia, Representing David Fuentes, Hidalgo County Commissioner Precinct 1 

Ernesto Cavazos, Willacy County Democratic Chair 

Henry De La Paz, Willacy County Commissioner Precinct 3 

Ben Vera, Willacy County Constable Precinct 3 

 

Total Number of Attendees (approx.) 
24 

Total Number of Commenters 
3 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

 
3 

 

ATTACHMENTS  

A. Public Hearing Summary  

B. Comment/Response Matrix 

C. Notices 

D. Sign-in Sheets 

E. Transcript 

F. Comments Received 

G. Figures 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY  

 

 

 
ATTACHMENT A 

ATTACHMENT A  
 

Public Hearing Summary  



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

ATTACHEMENT A-1 

 

Hearing Dates 
& Location:   Hidalgo County Precinct 4 Endowment Center  
    107 North Sunflower Road, Edinburg, Texas  
    Tuesday, June 11, 2019 
    5:30 pm  
 
    Willacy County Safe Room  
    10804 Business 77, Raymondville, Texas 

Wednesday, June 12, 2019 
5:30 

 
Hearing Purpose:  The purpose of the Public Hearings was to present the 

preliminary findings of the environmental review and solicit 
public comments of the Raymondville Drain Project (RDP). 
The proposed RDP improvements include potential new 
storage channels, ditches and detention pond facilities and 
the widening of selected existing channels and ditches.  The 
proposed project would increase the regional drainage 
capacity by implementing infrastructure improvements which 
are designed to reduce flooding and flood damage to 
residential, commercial, and agricultural areas after heavy 
rains, tropical storms and/or hurricanes. In addition, the 
proposed project would provide for economic development 
opportunities by reducing floodplain areas and increasing the 
availability of farmland and other developable land. 

 
Hearing Format: The Public Hearings began with a half-hour open house forum 

in which attendees could review the information handouts 
(English and Spanish), exhibit boards, design schematics and 
Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) 
for the proposed RDP. Attendees were encouraged to visit 
with the project team to discuss the project design and 
environmental considerations. Each attendee was provided 
with a copy of the comment form, proposed location map and 
informational handout on the proposed project. 
Representatives from The Hidalgo County Drainage District 1, 
Willacy and Hidalgo County elected officials, and the 
consulting team were available to discuss the proposed 
Raymondville Drain Project activities with the public and 
answer questions. Tables with seating were available for the 
public to complete comment forms at the Public Hearing. 
Attendees were encouraged to voice their comments during 
the public comment session of the hearing. The objective of 
the Public Hearings was to provide the public with an 
opportunity to express comments or concerns about the 
proposed project.  
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Attendance    Citizens         5 
June 11, 2019:             Elected/Public Officials      5  
    Media         0 
                                     Project Staff                       13          
                
Attendance    Citizens         4 
June 12, 2019:  Elected/Public Officials                               10              
    Media                                                          0 
    Project Staff                                                10 
 
 
       
Notices:  Public Notices were published in the El Nuevo Heraldo, The 

Monitor, and The Valley Morning Star on May 11, 2019 and El 
Extra (online) on May 10, 2019.  

 
One notification e-mail which included the Public Notice was 
sent to Elected/ Public Officials. The notification e-mail 
provided information about the upcoming Public Hearing to 
Elected/Public Officials that represent the relevant project 
area. 

 
Hearing Summary: The purpose of the public hearing was to present the 

preliminary findings of the environmental review of the RDP. 
The Public Hearing began with a half-hour open house forum 
in which attendees could review the information handouts 
(English and Spanish), exhibit boards, design schematics and 
draft SEIS for the proposed RDP. Attendees were 
encouraged to visit with the project team to discuss the project 
design and environmental considerations. Each attendee was 
provided with a copy of the comment form, proposed location 
map and informational handout on the proposed project. A 
formal presentation was presented at the Public Hearings. 
Attendees were invited to speak at the Public Hearing or 
submit written comments during the public comment period 
which ended on July 26, 2019. 
 
A court reporter was present to document any verbal 
comments that were made by the public as well as a verbatim 
transcript of the Public Hearing. There were no members of 
the public that elected to speak during the Public Hearings. 
 
Three public comments were received in total. One written 
comment was received at the Willacy County Public Hearing 
and two emailed comments were received prior to the end of 
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the comment period.  The majority of the comments pertained 
to the effects of 1) freshwater intake and the salinity, sediment 
and turbidity to the Laguna Madre 2) pollutants entering the 
Laguna Madre from inflow of surface runoff and 3) freshwater 
intake on seagrasses and the Laguna Madre ecosystem. 
 
The public comments have been considered and addressed 
within the SEIS. In addition, a comment response matrix was 
prepared to specifically address each comment (see 
Attachment B).  
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Raymondville Drain Project Comment/Response Matrix 

No. Name 
Date 

Received 
Source Comment Topic Response 

1 
C. 

Rake-
straw 

06-12-19 
Com-
ment 
Form 

Need more information on EIS finding on impact to the Lower Laguna Madre, 
specifically where in the EIS is this addressed and any other related material. 

Section 3.2, Water Quality, of the EIS indicates that the action is not expected to change or increase the salinity of water in the 
action area resulting from the implementation of the proposed project. 
 

Section 3.3, Sediment Quality, of the EIS discusses studies for organic compounds, pesticides and PCBs in the lower Laguna 
Madre. The samples discussed were collected approximately 1.9 miles south of the intersection of the Brownsville ship channel 
and the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) located at the southern end of the Laguna Madre. The samples collected did not 
show traces of organochlorine pesticides or PCBs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J. 
Chap-
man 

06-26-19 Email 

While I support improved drainage I cannot support this project because it does not 
look at potential impacts of storm water runoff on the Laguna Madre.  Seagrasses 
are essential to the health of the bay system. 
 
What will be the impact on sudden large surges of freshwater runoff on a hypersaline 
bay? 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) identified that insufficient information has been collected on the 
Raymondville Drain to assess any potential water quality impairments. The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV) has 
initiated monitoring activities for the Raymondville Drain and found that the Raymondville Drain flowing into the Lower Laguna 
Bay is impaired for low levels of dissolved oxygen (Rio Grande Valley Storm Water Management, 2019). The TCEQ established 
one water quality monitoring station in 2018 along the Raymondville Drain to determine the current conditions. Impacts from 
pollutants are currently being studied under UTRGV activities (formerly as part of The Rio Grande Valley Storm Water 
Management Project).  The on-going study will characterize the watershed and identify potential causes and sources of water 
quality impairments and the link the impairments and the sources of impairment.  Existing and new data will be used in the future 
for estimating pollutant loads. 
 

According to a UTRGV researcher (personal conversation with Nicole Lass, August 12, 2019, graduate student), salinity levels in 
the Laguna Madre have dropped from the 1960s from approximately 65 PPT (parts per thousand) to a currently estimated 35 
PPT. The two main factors associated with the decline in salinity levels were Hurricane Beulah in September 1967 and various 
dredging events of the Brownsville ship channel and the GIWW. In addition to annual maintenance dredging, the last major 
dredging event took place in 1980. Various minor dredging events took place between 1990 and 2017. Recent events include the 
dredging for Dock 16 in 2015, and the dredging for the liquid cargo dock in 2017. On June 6, 2019, the U.S Army Corps of 
Engineers approved a dredging permit that would deepen the Brownsville ship channel to 52 feet from its current depth of 42 feet. 
 

The arid nature of the Laguna watershed limits the frequency of freshwater inflow events into the Laguna system. Increased 
volumes of freshwater would be limited to high rainfall events.  Construction of field drains (small pipes collecting surface run-off 
to the RDP) would discharge into the RDP one foot above the operational water level; the discharge areas would be protected by 
concrete riprap.  The field drains would consist of an 18-inch diameter pipe which is sloped to prevent stagnation inside the drain 
but minimize discharge velocity. The north main drain geometrics will not be altered. The freshwater flow volume from the 
constructed RDP entering into the Laguna Madre is 33,139 acre-feet for a 2-year flood event, and 72,432 acre-feet for a 100-year 
flood event. For 2061, the forecasted volume of freshwater flow into the Laguna Madre is 44,737 acre-feet for a 2-year flood 
event, and 97,782 acre-feet for a 100-year flood event. 
 

The University of Miami, Center for Marine and Environmental Analyses, has shown that freshwater runoff only affects biomass 
such as seagrasses in years with particularly high amounts of rainfall and prolonged exposure to low salinity (Irlandi et al., 2001). 
According to the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council, essential fish habitat, subtidal vegetation, and seagrasses were 
not identified within the Project Area. Increased impacts from the proposed action to seagrasses are not expected. 
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Raymondville Drain Project Comment/Response Matrix 

No. Name 
Date 

Received 
Source Comment Topic Response 

2 
J. 

Chap-
man 

06-26-19 Email 
Impacts of the runoff sediment & turbidity on the sea grasses? Impacts of fertilizer 
and pesticides in the runoff? None of this is analyzed. 
 

Section 3.3, Sediment Quality, of the EIS discusses studies for organic compounds, pesticides and PCBs in the lower Laguna 
Madre. The samples discussed were collected approximately 1.9 miles south of the intersection of the Brownsville ship channel 
and the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) located at the southern end of the Laguna Madre. The samples collected did not 
show traces of organochlorine pesticides or PCBs. 
 

Atrazine and oxamyl are commonly used pesticides in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. Atrazine-tolerant and oxamyl-tolerant 
bacteria are present in agricultural canals. The bacteria displayed resistance to both pesticides. This may increase the likelihood 
that excesses of these pesticides will be degraded in the environment (Online Journal of Biological Sciences, 2010). 
 

TCEQ’s Texas Pollution Discharge Elimination System storm water permits for runoff from construction, industrial activities, and 
municipal separate storm sewers consider pesticides when issuing, amending, terminating, monitoring, and enforcing permits, 
and imposing and enforcing pretreatment requirements, under the Clean Water Act §§307, 402, 318 and 405, the Texas Water 
Code, and the Texas Administrative Code regulations. Permit TXG87000 Pesticides General Permit authorizes the discharge of 
pesticides near a waters of the United States and an associated pesticide discharge management plan would be implemented. 
 

Insufficient data or research is known for pollutant loads or effects of fertilizers on water quality in the Laguna Madre. Fertilizers 
are being studied under the Arroyo Colorado Watershed Protection Plan (2017). One of the goals of the Watershed Protection 
Plan is to reduce lawn fertilizer use by homeowners by 10 percent through education and outreach, and reduce pollutants from 
cropland irrigation over the next 10 years. State and federal governments have been working to encourage voluntary adoption, 
by local landowners, of resource management systems implemented by Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
by the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
 

The Soil and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) model provides a simulation of processes such as evapotranspiration, surface
runoff, percolation and the effects of applications of fertilizers and pesticides. Implementation of Best Management Practices
(BMPs) in the watershed, improvement in wastewater treatment, access of wastewater treatment to more colonia residents, strict
effluent standards, and treatment of effluent using ponds and wetlands have improved the quality of water in the Arroyo Colorado 
(Texas Water Resource Institute, 2012).
 

The RDP project team concluded that increased turbidity in the Raymondville Drain drainage canals are temporary and would 
occur only during construction; the proposed project is not expected to change or increase turbidity within the Laguna Madre. 
Short-term effects to water quality consist of increased turbidity during construction activities. Long-term effects on tidally 
influenced water quality are not anticipated since ambient conditions are expected to return to normal levels soon after dredging 
and dewatering activities associated with the Raymondville Drain Project are completed. 

2 
J. 

Chap-
man 

06-26-19 Email 
There needs to be another large detention area somewhere east of La Sal Vieja. 
More detention and less runoff would be much better for the health of the Laguna 
Madre ecosystem. 

A 500-acre detention pond will be added southwest of La Sal Vieja, and northeast of Faysville, located near the South Texas 
International Airport in Edinburg, Texas. The detention pond will retain floodwaters during storm events and decrease the volume 
of freshwater entering the Laguna Madre during high rainfall events. The detention pond will hold a required storage capacity of 
3,028 acre-feet of water. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J. 
Chap-
man 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

06-26-19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additionally, what is described under wetlands mitigation is not mitigation at all. 
Hopefully the USACE will recognize that and require real mitigation. 

The National Wetland Inventory maps were used to determine the wetland types and potential wetland impacts within the project 
limits. Wetlands were predominately identified as palustrine emergent or riverine wetlands.  Total NWI identified acreage within 
the limits of the preferred alternative is approximately 2,209 acres. 
 

Currently, on-site mitigation is proposed to create a total of 546 acres of wetlands and 1,226 acres of non-wetlands, as per 
mitigation rules of 2008 (33 CFR Part 332). On-site mitigation locations are available through the proposed detention and areas 
near the Laguna Madre, south of the existing Raymondville Drain (latitude 26.432696° N, longitude -97.483068° W) or north of 
the existing drain (latitude 26.470525°N, longitude -97.477029°W).  The Raymondville project would create and or/enhance: 

• 480 acres of saline wetlands; 

• 66 acres of freshwater wetlands; 

• 1,043 acres of brush (non-wetlands); and 

• 183 acres of grass (non-wetlands). 
 

Regional initiatives that could be considered by the RDP project team include the proposed viewpoints implemented by the Lower 
Laguna Madre Estuary Program Strategic Plan (2018). The program is currently developing of a comprehensive plan for 
enhancement of the Lower Laguna Madre ecosystem (within Hydrologic Unit Code, HUC, 12110208). A watershed approach 
could be considered to compensate for the wetland losses as appropriate.  
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Raymondville Drain Project Comment/Response Matrix 

No. Name 
Date 

Received 
Source Comment Topic Response 

 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 

J. 
Chap-
man 

 
 
 
 

06-26-19 

 
 
 
 

Email 

Off-site mitigation options would be available in the future with the Lower Texas Coastal Mitigation, LLC.  The proposed Lower 
Texas Coastal Mitigation Bank (LTCMB) is a mixed habitat bank in Cameron County that encompasses 955 acres of mudflats, 
estuarine emergent wetlands, and mangroves. The approximate mid-point location of the bank is at 26.005382°N latitude and -
97.191597°W longitude. The Raymondville Drain Project would be located within the primary service area of the LTCMB and 
HUC 12110208. 
 

The primary goal of mitigation is to restore the ecosystem and improve the physical, chemical and biological functions of the 
impacted wetlands. A 1:1 minimum ratio would be used for compensatory mitigation. A no net loss of wetlands is anticipated as 
a result of the implementation of the proposed project. 

3 
C. 

Rake-
straw 

07-26-19 Email 

The Lower Laguna Madre Foundation (LLMF), a 501 (C) (3) organization, was 
founded over two decades ago to preserve and protect the national resources of 
the South Texas intercostal bay system. This includes the Lower Laguna Madre, 
South Bay and their surrounding environments, including barrier islands, beaches, 
tidal flats and there unique environmental features to South Texas. 
 

While many topics and concerns are addressed in this Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement, the impacts to the Lower Laguna Madre, itself, 
are not, in our opinion, adequately addressed. 
 

From an article entitled “Laguna Madre” By Christopher P. Onuf, U.S. Geological 
Survey, National Wetlands Research Center:  “The Laguna Madre is a place of 
superlatives. It is separated from the Gulf of Mexico by Padre Island (fig. 1), the 
longest barrier island in the world. Excluding its tributary Baffin Bay (not treated in 
this account), Laguna Madre makes up about 20% of Texas’ protected coastal 
waters while contributing 40%–51% of the State’s commercial fish catch historically 
(Hedgpeth, 1947). The lagoon is even more important in support of the redhead 
duck, Aythya americana. Over 75% of the world population of redhead ducks 
overwinters on the Laguna Madre of Texas and on its sister lagoon, the Laguna 
Madre de Tamaulipas, just south of the delta of the Rio Grande (Weller, 1964). 
While in residence, the redhead ducks feed almost exclusively on the rhizomes of 
one seagrass species, shoal grass (Halodule wrightii). The lagoon’s rich 
endowment of seagrasses provides critical habitat for fish and waterfowl. Seagrass 
meadows cover 65% of the bottom of Laguna Madre, and Laguna Madre accounts 
for more than 75% of seagrass cover along the entire Texas coast. The lagoon is 
also unusual for being one of only five hypersaline coastal ecosystems in the world 
(Javor, 1989)”. (Page 1) 

Redhead Duck breeding areas cover vast prairies of the U.S. In the winter, the Redhead Ducks migrate to the Texas Gulf Coast.
The ducks are attracted to the submerged aquatic vegetation, especially shoal grass. Redhead Ducks mostly graze on shoal
grass in the Laguna Madre. The ducks also eat tubers, rhizomes, plant stems, and some invertebrates. The Laguna Madre was
dominated by shoal grass which can withstand very high salinity levels. The construction of the Intracoastal Waterway in 1948
permanently connected the Laguna Madre estuary to the Gulf of Mexico. This lowered salinity levels in the Laguna has allowed
less salinity tolerant sea grasses such as manateegrass and turtle grass to flourish. Between 1988 and 1994 shoal grass was still
the most dominant seagrass found Covering 20,553 hectares in the upper Laguna Madre and 41,671 hectares in the Lower
Laguna Madre (Altsman, Handly, Demay, 2007). ”Multiple shoal grass patches were seen in the area in 2003 indicating partial
recovery to that time” (Altsman, Handly, Demay, 2007).  As of 2019, Redhead Ducks are not listed as endangered, threatened,
candidate species, or species of greatest conservation need by the State of Texas through the TPWD or federally by the USFWS.
 
 

3 
C. 

Rake-
straw 

07-26-19 Email 

From “The Laguna Madre of Texas and Tamaulipas”, Edited by John W. Tunnell, 
Jr. and Frank W. Judd, Texas A & M University press: “The Laguna Madre of Texas 
and Tamaulipas is the only hypersaline coastal lagoon on the North American 
continent and the only one of five worldwide.” “……the lagoon is renowned for its 
vast seagrass meadows, huge wintering bird population, and bountiful fishing 
grounds.” “Recent concerns about increasing human activity have focused attention 
on the long term health of the Laguna Madre as growing population pressures, 
pollution problems, and dredging threaten this unique ecosystem.” (My emphasis) 

The University of Miami, Center for Marine and Environmental Analyses, has shown that freshwater runoff only affects biomass 
such as seagrasses in years with particularly high amounts of rainfall and prolonged exposure to low salinity (Irlandi et al., 2001). 
According to the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council, essential fish habitat, subtidal vegetation, and seagrasses were 
not identified within the Project Area. Increased impacts from the proposed action to seagrasses are not expected. 
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Raymondville Drain Project Comment/Response Matrix 

No. Name 
Date 

Received 
Source Comment Topic Response 

3 
C. 

Rake-
straw 

07-26-19 Email 

3.2.1 of the EIS “Laguna Madre” discusses “impairment”; there is no statement as 
to the “uniqueness”, the “vibrancy” and “fragile nature” of this body of water. Its 
importance should be stated at the outset. There seems to be a lack of attention 
given to the impact of massive amounts of water flowing into the Laguna Madre, 
both in the short term and the long term. This is a very important issue; it should 
have been given much more coverage than some of the other topics covered almost 
ad nauseam. The 2 quotes below puts this in a better perspective. 
 

From an article entitled “Laguna Madre” By Christopher P. Onuf, U.S. Geological 
Survey, National Wetlands Research Center:  “In the lower Laguna Madre, nutrient 
input from the Arroyo Colorado is becoming a concern. Onuf (1996b) found algal 
biomass to be three times greater near the Arroyo Colorado as compared to other 
areas of the Laguna Madre. The Arroyo Colorado is the only major drainage into the 
lower Laguna Madre. This drainage receives much of the municipal, industrial, and 
agricultural wastewater generated in the lower Rio Grande valley. Consequently, the 
tidal segment of the arroyo does not meet the dissolved oxygen standard for aquatic 
life use, and nutrient concentrations exceed screening levels. Currently, to address 
the water-quality problems in the arroyo, a total maximum daily load (TMDL) 
assessment is being conducted by the TCEQ. Once the TMDL is completed and 
implemented, reduction in nutrient loading might benefit lower Laguna Madre.” 
(Page 11)  
 

and 
 

By Mark Lingo, Lower Laguna Madre Ecosystem Leader: “As an ancient distributary 
of the Rio Grande, the Arroyo Colorado serves as drainage for crop irrigation, 
municipal wastewater returns, and as a floodway during periods of heavy 
precipitation in the lower Rio Grande Valley. Most freshwater systems require some 
level of phosphorus in the water to enable plants, including algae, to grow. However, 
major increases in the amount of phosphorus entering a watershed can cause rapid 
increases in algal growth rates that can lead to the formation of an algal bloom. 
Phosphorus is contained in many products such as fertilizer, detergents, and 
effluent, so the Arroyo Colorado is vulnerable to high phosphorus levels. These high 
phosphorus compounds enter the Arroyo water through storm water and irrigation 
returns (non-point source pollution), or are directly disposed of into the river from a 
specific site (point source pollution).” 
 

It has also been documented that damage occurs, and has occurred, when massive 
flows of ‘fresh’ water are dumped into the Laguna. ‘Fresh water’ alone can cause 
salinity problems; the problem is exacerbated by the addition of actual ‘pollutants’. 
More attention needs to be given to these issues. 

The RDP project team concluded that increased turbidity in the Raymondville Drain drainage canals are temporary and would 
occur only during construction; the proposed project is not expected to change or increase turbidity within the Laguna Madre. 
Short-term effects to water quality consist of increased turbidity during construction activities. Long-term effects on tidally 
influenced water quality are not anticipated since ambient conditions are expected to return to normal levels soon after dredging 
and dewatering activities associated with the Raymondville Drain Project are completed. 
 

Insufficient data or research exists on phosphorus load levels in the RDP; however, work is being conducted in the region, for 
example, with the Arroyo Colorado Watershed Protection Plan (2017) to reduce nitrogen and phosphorus loads in ditches and in 
canals from agricultural practices. The Watershed Protection Plan includes: 

• Utilizing BMPs established by the USDA on conservation practices for nutrient management, and 

• Creating or maintaining sinuosity in ditch or waterways to minimize phosphorus pollutant loads. 
 

Insufficient data or research is known for pollutant loads or effects of fertilizers on water quality in the Laguna Madre. Fertilizers 
are being studied under the Arroyo Colorado Watershed Protection Plan (2017). One of the goals of the Watershed Protection 
Plan is to reduce lawn fertilizer use by homeowners by 10 percent through education and outreach, and reduce pollutants from 
cropland irrigation over the next 10 years. State and federal governments have been working to encourage voluntary adoption, 
by local landowners, of resource management systems implemented by Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
by the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
 

The TCEQ established one water quality monitoring station in 2018 along the Raymondville Drain to determine the current 
conditions. Impacts from pollutants are currently being studied under UTRGV activities (formerly as part of The Rio Grande Valley 
Storm Water Management Project).  The on-going study will characterize the watershed and identify potential causes and sources 
of water quality impairments and the link the impairments and the sources of impairment.  Existing and new data will be used in 
the future for estimating pollutant loads. 
 

Other regional initiatives that could be considered by the RDP project team include the proposed viewpoints implemented by the 
Lower Laguna Madre Estuary Program Strategic Plan (2018). The program is currently developing of a comprehensive plan for 
enhancement of the Lower Laguna Madre ecosystem. Evaluating these initiatives could help to achieve management goals, 
evaluate cumulative effects and address critical issues, including: 

• mapping and establishing best practices for seagrasses; 

• reducing pollutants and improving water quality by studying the effect of phosphorus and other indicators; 

• studying the impacts of algal blooms and mitigation needs; and 

• addressing habitat needs for the red egret, redhead duck, piping plover, and other shorebirds. 
 

3 
C. 

Rake-
straw 

07-26-19 Email 

Mr. Lingo leads me to another problem in the EIS. I refer to the Lingo sentence, “As 
an ancient distributary of the Rio Grande, the Arroyo Colorado serves as drainage 
for crop irrigation, municipal wastewater returns, and as a floodway during periods 
of heavy precipitation in the lower Rio Grande Valley.” In the EIS, 3.2 Water Quality, 
states: “Other than the Rio Grande, there are virtually no natural drainage features 
in the study area, and most surface water occurs in the numerous drainage/irrigation 
ditches.” 
 

Have the writers of the EIS determined that the Arroyo Colorado is not a ‘natural’ 
body of water? Or that it is not ‘a drainage feature’? 

The Arroyo Colorado is a drainage feature in the general area of the Rio Grande Valley but is not within the designated 
Raymondville Drain study area. The project study area encompasses the areas within Hidalgo County and Willacy County ranging 
from areas located west of Edinburg Lake to areas moving east toward the Laguna Madre. The study area is subdivided into four 
main watersheds; Raymondville Drain, North Main Drain, Willacy and Delta Lake. The Arroyo Colorado is not located in Willacy 
County and is not one of the four main watersheds located within the study area. 
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Raymondville Drain Project Comment/Response Matrix 

No. Name 
Date 

Received 
Source Comment Topic Response 

3 
C. 

Rake-
straw 

07-26-19 Email 

In summary, not enough attention is being given to additional water flows into the 
Laguna Madre, both from a fresh water inflow point of view and from contaminate 
laden point of view, nor to the potential damage additional inflows can cause. The 
Raymondville Drain will join several other existing such entities, requiring 
“cumulative” impacts to be more adequately addressed as well. 
 

Issue stated for the Arroyo Colorado above also pertain to all other points of inflow 
to the Lower Laguna Madre. 

Other regional initiatives that could be considered by the RDP project team include the initiatives implemented by the Lower 
Laguna Madre Estuary Program Strategic Plan (2018). The program is currently developing of a comprehensive plan for 
enhancement of the Lower Laguna Madre ecosystem. Evaluating these initiatives could help to achieve management goals, 
evaluate cumulative effects and address critical issues, including: 

• mapping and establishing best practices for seagrasses; 

• reducing pollutants and improving water quality by studying the effect of phosphorus and other indicators; 

• studying the impacts of algal blooms and mitigation needs; and 

• addressing habitat needs for the red egret, redhead duck, piping plover, and other shorebirds. 
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El Extra (on-line) – May 10, 2019 

El Nuevo Heraldo – May 11, 2019 

The Monitor – May 11, 2019 

The Valley Morning Star – May 11, 2019 
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Public Notice  



  
Public Notice 

Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement Available for Public Review 
and Public Hearings for the Raymondville Drain Project, 

from Edinburg Lake in Hidalgo County to the Laguna Madre in Willacy County 
 

This notice advises the public that a draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the 
Raymondville Drain Project (RDP) is available for public review. The RDP project is being processed under 
the federal guidance of the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for civil works activities. The RDP 
qualifies as a Lower Rio Grande Basin flood control and drainage improvement project under Title IV, 
Section 401 of Water Resource Development Act (WRDA) of 1986, as amended. The WRDA provides for 
the conservation and development of water and related resources and the improvement and rehabilitation 
of the Nation’s water resources infrastructure. The project limits, for the federally sponsored RDP, begins 
near Edinburg Lake in Hidalgo County and ends near the Laguna Madre in Willacy County, Texas.   

Two Public Hearings will be held for the proposed project. The first Public Hearing will be held on June 11, 
2019 in Hidalgo County at the Hidalgo County Precinct 4 Endowment Center, located at 107 North 
Sunflower Road, Edinburg, TX 78542. The second Public Hearing will be held on June 12, 2019 in Willacy 
County at the Willacy County Safe Room, 10804 Business 77, Raymondville, TX 78580. The Willacy County 
Safe Room is located at the southeast corner of the intersection of Business 77 (South 7th Street) and Labor 
Camp Road. For mobile devices using mapping applications, such as Google Maps, etc., use Labor Camp 
Road, Raymondville, TX 78580, for general directions to the Willacy County Safe Room. Project displays 
will be available for review beginning at 5:30 pm. The Public Hearings will begin at 6:00 pm. The purpose 
of the Public Hearings is to present the planned RDP improvements to the public and to receive public 
comments on the proposed project.  

The proposed RDP improvements include potential new storage channels, ditches and pond facilities and 
the widening of selected existing channels and ditches.  The proposed project would increase the regional 
drainage capacity by implementing infrastructure improvements which are designed to reduce flooding and 
flood damage to residential, commercial, and agricultural areas after heavy rains, tropical storms and/or 
hurricanes.  In addition, the proposed project would provide for economic development opportunities by 
reducing floodplain areas and increasing the availability of farmland and other developable land. 

The draft SEIS and related project design information will be on file and available for review by appointment 
Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm at the Hidalgo County Drainage District 
No. 1 Office at 902 N. Doolittle Road, Edinburg, TX (956-292-7080), the Hidalgo County Precinct 4 Office 
at 1051 N. Doolittle Road, Edinburg, TX 78542 (956-383-3112), and the Willacy County Judge’s Office at 
576 W. Main Avenue, Room #152, Raymondville, TX 78580 (956-689-3393). The same environmental and 
engineering information will also be available for review at the Public Hearings. Verbal and written 
comments from the public regarding the proposed RDP project may be provided at the Public Hearings, or 
submitted in person or by mail to Ms. Mirna Sanchez at S&B Infrastructure, Ltd., 5408 North 10th Street, 
McAllen, TX 78504 (956-926-5000), or msanchez2@sbinfra.com. Comments must be received on or before 
July 26, 2019 to be part of the official Public Hearing record. 

The Public Hearings will be conducted in English. Additionally, Spanish speaking representatives will be 
available at the Public Hearings. Persons who have special communication or accommodation needs are 
encouraged to contact Ms. Mirna Sanchez at 956-926-5000. Requests should be made at least five days 
prior to the Public Hearings. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate the requested needs.  

If you have any questions regarding the proposed project or the Public Hearings, please contact Mr. Daniel 
Garces, PE, Project Manager, S&B Infrastructure, Ltd., at dgarces@sbinfra.com or 956-926-5000. 

 

mailto:dgarces@sbinfra.com


 
Noticia pública 

Borrador de Declaración de Impacto Ambiental Suplementario disponible para Revisión Pública 
Y Audiencias Públicas para el Raymondville Drain Project, 

desde el lago Edinburg en el condado de Hidalgo 
hasta la Laguna Madre en el condado de Willacy 

 
Este aviso informa al público que un borrador de Declaración de Impacto Ambiental Suplementario (SEIS) para el 
Raymondville Drain Project (RDP) está disponible para revisión pública. El proyecto RDP está siendo procesado 
bajo la guía federal de la Cuerpo de Ingeríos Militares de Estados Unidos  (USACE) para actividades de obras civiles. 
El RDP califica como un proyecto de mejorar el  control de inundaciones y drenaje de la Cuenca del Río Grande 
más bajo con arreglo al  Título IV, Sección 401 de la Ley de Desarrollo de Recursos Hídricos (WRDA) de 1986, según 
su enmienda. La WRDA se ocupa de la conservación y el desarrollo del agua y de los recursos relacionados, y el 
mejoramiento  y rehabilitación de la infraestructura de recursos hídricos de la Nación. Los límites del proyecto, 
para el RDP patrocinado por el gobierno federal, comienzan cerca del Lago Edinburg en el Condado de Hidalgo y 
terminan cerca de la Laguna Madre en el Condado de Willacy, Texas. 
 
Se realizarán dos audiencias públicas para el proyecto propuesto. La primera audiencia pública se llevará a cabo 
el 11 de junio de 2019 en el Condado de Hidalgo en el Centro de Dotación del Precinto 4 del Condado de Hidalgo, 
ubicado en 107 North Sunflower Road, Edinburg, TX 78542. La segunda audiencia pública se llevará a cabo el 12 
de junio de 2019 en Condado de Willacy en la Sala de Seguridad del Condado de Willacy, 10804 Business 77, 
Raymondville, TX 78580. La Sala de Seguridad del Condado de Willacy está ubicada en la esquina sureste de la 
intersección de Business 77 (South 7th Street) y Labor Camp Road. Para dispositivos móviles que usan aplicaciones 
de mapas, como Google Maps, etc., utilice Labor Camp Road, Raymondville, TX 78580, para obtener instrucciones 
generales para llegar a la sala de seguridad del condado de Willacy. Las pantallas del proyecto estarán disponibles 
para su revisión a partir de las 5:30 pm. La audiencia pública comenzará a las 6:00 pm. El propósito de las 
audiencias públicas es presentar al público las mejoras planificadas para el PDR y recibir comentarios públicos 
sobre el proyecto propuesto. 
 

Las mejoras propuestas de RDP incluyen posibles nuevos canales de almacenamiento, zanjas e instalaciones de 
estanques y la ampliación de canales y zanjas existentes seleccionadas. El proyecto propuesto aumentaría la 
capacidad de drenaje regional mediante implementando mejoras de infraestructura diseñadas para reducir las 
inundaciones y los daños por inundaciones en áreas residenciales, comerciales y agrícolas después de fuertes 
lluvias, tormentas tropicales y / o huracanes. Además, el proyecto propuesto brindaría oportunidades de 
desarrollo económico al reducir las áreas de inundación y al aumentar la disponibilidad de tierras de cultivo y otras 
tierras de desarrollo. 
 
El borrador de la SEIS y la información de diseño del proyecto estará archivada y estará disponible para su revisión 
con cita de lunes a viernes entre las 8:00 am y las 5:00 pm en la oficina del Condado de Hidalgo Distrito de Drenaje 
Precinto 1, ubicado en 902 N. Doolittle Rd., Edinburg, TX, 78542 (956-292-7080), y en El Condado de Hidalgo 
Precinto 4, ubicado en 1051 N. Doolittle Rd., Edinburg, TX, 78542 (956-383-3112), y la oficina de Juez del condado 
de Willacy, ubicado en 576 W. Main Ave. Room #152, Raymondville, TX (956-689-3393). La misma información 
ambiental y de ingeniería también estará disponible para su revisión en las Audiencias Públicas. Los comentarios 
verbales y escritos del público con respecto al proyecto de RDP propuesto pueden proporcionarse en las 
Audiencias Públicas o enviarse en persona o por correo a la Sra. Mirna Sanchez en S&B Infrastructure, Ltd., 5408 
North 10th Street, McAllen, TX 78504 (956-926-5000), o msanchez2@sbinfra.com. Los comentarios deben 
recibirse no más tarde que el 26 de julio de 2019 para formar parte del registro oficial de la audiencia pública. 
 

Las audiencias públicas se realizarán en inglés. Además, los representantes de habla hispana estarán disponibles 
en las audiencias públicas. Se recomienda a las personas que tienen necesidades especiales de comunicación o 

alojamiento que se comuniquen con Mirna Sanchez al 956-926-5000.  Las solicitudes deben realizarse al menos 
cinco días antes de las audiencias públicas. Se harán todos los esfuerzos razonables para satisfacer las necesidades 
solicitadas. 
 

Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre el proyecto propuesto o las Audiencias públicas, comuníquese con el Sr. Daniel 
Garces, PE, Gerente de Proyecto, S&B Infrastructure, Ltd., en dgarces@sbinfra.com o al 956-926-5000. 
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Raymondville Drain Public Hearing – Elected Official Letter List  
 

 

Hidalgo County Drainage District 1 
 

 
 
Honorable Judge Richard Cortez 

David Fuentes, Commissioner Pct. 1 

Eduardo Cantu, Commissioner Pct. 2 

Joe Flores, Commissioner Pct. 3 

Ellie Torres, Commissioner Pct. 4 

      

 

House of Representatives 
 

 

 
 

Terry Canales, Texas State Representative, District 40 

Oscar Longoria, Texas State Representative, District 35 

Ryan Guillen, Texas State Representative, District 31 

 

 

Willacy County 
 

 
 

Honorable Judge Aurelio Guerra 

Eliberto “Beto” Guerra, County Commissioner Pct. 1 

Oscar Deluna, County Commissioner Pct. 2 

Henry De La Paz, County Commissioner Pct. 3 

Eduardo “Eddy” Gonzales, County Commissioner Pct. 4 
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Texas State Senators 
 

 

 

Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa, Texas State Senator, District 20 

Eddie Lucio, Texas State Senator, District 27 

 

 

United States Senators 

 
 
Ted Cruz, United States Senator 

John Cornyn, United States Senator 

 

 

United States Congressmen 

 
 
Vicente Gonzalez, US Congressman, Texas District 15 

Filemon Vela, US Congressman, Texas District 34 

 

 

City of Raymondville 

 

 

Gilbert Gonzales, Mayor 
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Public Hearing Sign-in Sheets  
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Public 
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Staff 
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Public Hearing, June 11, 2019 

Public Hearing, June 12, 2019 
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COMMENT FORM 

(FORMA DE COMENTARIOS) 

Public Comment – Raymondville Drain Project 

Comentario Público – Raymondville Drain Project 

Public Comment Period: May 12th to June 26th 2019 

Período de Comentario Público: Mayo 12 a Junio 26 2019 

 __ I am an Elected Official (Soy Funcionario/a electo)  Position (Posición):______________________________ 

Name and Mailing Address (Optional) Nombre y Dirección [Opcional]): 

Name (Nombre) ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (Dirección) ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (Teléfono)  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS BELOW (Favor de marcar la que la aplique): 

I am primarily interested in the project from the standpoint of a (Me interesa el Proyecto desde el punto de vista de:) 

 __ Residential property owner or renter         __ Business property owner or lessee 

 (Propietario o inquilino residencial)   (Propiertario o inquilino del negocio) 

 __ Other (Please explain) (Otro [Favor de explicar]) ____________________________________________________ 

 

How did you learn about this hearing? (¿Como se enteró de esta audiencia?) 

__ Newspaper (Periodicó)         __ Federal Register (Registro Federal) 

__ Other (Please explain) (Otro [Favor de explicar]) ____________________________________________________ 

 

Do you support the proposed project? (¿Apoya el projecto propuesto?)  __ Yes (Si)  __ No (No)  __ Undecided (Indeciso) 

 

COMMENTS (COMENTARIOS):            

                

                

                

                

                

                 

Please make additional comments on the back.  (Favor de hacer comentarios adicionales al dorso de esta forma.) 

 

 

Instruction on Submitting Comments: 
Written comment can be submitted via email to Ms. Mirna Sanchez at msanchez2@sbinfra.com, hand delivered to Ms. 
Mirna Sanchez at S&B Infrastructure, Ltd., 5408 North 10th Street, McAllen, Texas, 78504, as well as by mail addressed to 
Ms. Mirna Sanchez at S&B Infrastructure, LTD., 5408 North 10th Street, McAllen, Texas, 78504. Comments must be 
received no later than July 26, 2019 to be a part of the Public Hearing record. Verbal comments may be provided on the 
June 11th and June 12th at the Public hearings. 
 
Instrucciones para enviar comentarios: 
Los comentarios escritos pueden ser enviados por correo electrónico de Sra. Mirna Sanchez  bajo de 
msanchez2@sbinfra.com, pueden entregar sus comentarios en persona a Sra. Mirna Sanchez a la oficia de S&B 
Infrastructure, Ltd., 5408 North 10th Street, McAllen, Texas, 78504, o por correo dirigido a Sra. Mirna Sanchez de S&B 
Infrastructure, Ltd., 5408 North 10th Street, McAllen, Texas, 78504. Los comentarios deben de estar entregado a más 
tardar el 26 de julio de 2019 a que puedan estar incluidos al registro de audiencia pública. Comentarios verbales pueden 
estar entregados a la audiencia pública que va tocar en junio 11 y junio 12 de 2019.  

Jim Chapman
200 East 11th St., Weslaco TX 78596
956 571-0545

X environmentalist

X from a participant in the public meeting

X

While I support improved drainage I cannot support this project because it does not look at 
potential impacts of stormwater runoff on the Laguna Madre.  Seagrasses are essential to the health of the bay system.  What 

on the sea grasses?  Impacts of fertilizer and pesticides in the runoff?  None of this is analyzed.  There needs to be another large den
detention area somewhere east of La Sal Vieja.  More detention and less runoff would be much better for the health
of the Laguna Madre ecosystem.  Additionally, what is described under wetlands mitigation is not mitigation at all.  Hopefully the

will be the impact of sudden large surges of freshwater runoff on a hypersaline bay?  Impacts of the runoff sediment & turbidity

USACE will recognize that and require real mitigation.

mailto:msanchez2@sbinfra.com
mailto:msanchez2@sbinfra.com


LOWER LAGUNA MADRE FOUNDATION 
709 N 77 Sunshine Strip PM Box 136 

Harlingen, Texas 78550 
956-245-7880   RanchoRake@aol.com 

 
 

Ms. Mirna Sanchez                                                              Date:  July 26, 2019                                                                                        
S & B Infrastructure, Ltd.                                                    Submitted Via email:  msanchez2@sbinfra.com 
5408 North 10th Street                                                                  From: RanchoRake@aol.com 
McAllen, TX 78504                                                                                     956-245-7880 
 
Re: Public Comment: Raymondville Drain Project: Draft Supplemental EIS  
 
The Lower Laguna Madre Foundation (LLMF), a 501 (C) (3) organization, was founded over two decades ago to 
preserve and protect the national resources of the South Texas intercostal bay system. This includes the Lower 
Laguna Madre, South Bay and their surrounding environments, including barrier islands, beaches, tidal flats and 
there unique environmental features to South Texas. 
 
While many topics and concerns are addressed in this Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement, the 
impacts to the Lower Laguna Madre, itself, are not, in our opinion, adequately addressed. 
 
From an article entitled “Laguna Madre” By Christopher P. Onuf, U.S. Geological Survey, National Wetlands 
Research Center:  

“The Laguna Madre is a place of superlatives. It is separated from the Gulf of Mexico by Padre Island (fig. 
1), the longest barrier island in the world. Excluding its tributary Baffin Bay (not treated in this account), Laguna 
Madre makes up about 20% of Texas’ protected coastal waters while contributing 40%–51% of the State’s 
commercial fish catch historically (Hedgpeth, 1947). The lagoon is even more important in support of the redhead 
duck, Aythya americana. Over 75% of the world population of redhead ducks overwinters on the Laguna Madre of 
Texas and on its sister lagoon, the Laguna Madre de Tamaulipas, just south of the delta of the Rio Grande (Weller, 
1964). While in residence, the redhead ducks feed almost exclusively on the rhizomes of one seagrass species, 
shoal grass (Halodule wrightii). The lagoon’s rich endowment of seagrasses provides critical habitat for fish and 
waterfowl. Seagrass meadows cover 65% of the bottom of Laguna Madre, and Laguna Madre accounts for more 
than 75% of seagrass cover along the entire Texas coast. The lagoon is also unusual for being one of only five 
hypersaline coastal ecosystems in the world (Javor, 1989)”. ( Page 1) 

                                                              and 
From “The Laguna Madre of Texas and Tamaulipas”, Edited by John W. Tunnell, Jr. and Frank W. Judd, Texas A & M 
University press: 

“The Laguna Madre of Texas and Tamaulipas is the only hypersaline coastal lagoon on the North American 
continent and the only one of five worldwide.” “……the lagoon is renowned for its vast seagrass meadows, huge 
wintering bird population, and bountiful fishing grounds.” “Recent concerns about increasing human activity have 
focused attention on the long term health of the Laguna Madre as growing population pressures, pollution 
problems, and dredging threaten this unique ecosystem.” (my emphasis) 

 
 3.2.1 of the EIS “Laguna Madre” discusses “impairment”; there is no statement as to the “uniqueness”, the 

“vibrancy” and “fragile nature” of this body of water. It’s importance should be stated at the outset. There seems 
to be a lack of attention given to the impact of massive amounts of water flowing into the Laguna Madre, both in 
the short term and the long term. This is a very important issue; it should have been given much more coverage 
than some of the other topics covered almost ad nauseam. The 2 quotes below puts this in a better perspective. 

  
 



LOWER LAGUNA MADRE FOUNDATION 
 

Public Comment: Raymondville Drain                    page 2 of 2  
 
From an article entitled “Laguna Madre” By Christopher P. Onuf, U.S. Geological Survey, National Wetlands 
Research Center:  
     “In the lower Laguna Madre, nutrient input from the Arroyo Colorado is becoming a concern. Onuf (1996b) 
found algal biomass to be three times greater near the Arroyo Colorado as compared to other areas of the Laguna 
Madre. The Arroyo Colorado is the only major drainage into the lower Laguna Madre. This drainage receives much 
of the municipal, industrial, and agricultural wastewater generated in the lower Rio Grande valley. Consequently, 
the tidal segment of the arroyo does not meet the dissolved oxygen standard for aquatic life use, and nutrient 
concentrations exceed screening levels. Currently, to address the water-quality problems in the arroyo, a total 
maximum daily load (TMDL) assessment is being conducted by the TCEQ. Once the TMDL is completed and 
implemented, reduction in nutrient loading might benefit lower Laguna Madre.”  (page 11) 
                                                                                        and 
By Mark Lingo, Lower Laguna Madre Ecosystem Leader 

“As an ancient distributary of the Rio Grande, the Arroyo Colorado serves as drainage for crop irrigation, 
municipal wastewater returns, and as a floodway during periods of heavy precipitation in the lower Rio Grande 
Valley.  

Most freshwater systems require some level of phosphorus in the water to enable plants, including algae, 
to grow. However, major increases in the amount of phosphorus entering a watershed can cause rapid increases in 
algal growth rates that can lead to the formation of an algal bloom. Phosphorus is contained in many products such 
as fertilizer, detergents, and effluent, so the Arroyo Colorado is vulnerable to high phosphorus levels. These high 
phosphorus compounds enter the Arroyo water through stormwater and irrigation returns (non-point source 
pollution), or are directly disposed of into the river from a specific site (point source pollution).” 

 
It has also been documented that damage occurs, and has occurred, when massive flows of ‘fresh’ water are 
dumped into the Laguna. ‘Fresh water’ alone can cause salinity problems; the problem is axacerbated by the 
addition of actual ‘pollutants’. More attention needs to be given to these issues.  

 
Mr. Lingo leads me to another problem in the EIS. I refer to the Lingo sentence, “As an ancient distributary of the 
Rio Grande, the Arroyo Colorado serves as drainage for crop irrigation, municipal wastewater returns, and as a 
floodway during periods of heavy precipitation in the lower Rio Grande Valley.” In the EIS, 3.2 Water Quality, 
states: “Other than the Rio Grande, there are virtually no natural drainage features in the study area, and most 
surface water occurs in the numerous drainage/irrigation ditches.” Have the writers of the EIS determined that the 
Arroyo Colorado is not a ‘natural’ body of water? Or that it is not ‘a drainage feature’? 

 
In summary, not enough attention is being given to additional water flows into the Laguna Madre, both from a 
fresh water inflow point of view and from contaminate laden point of view, nor to the potential damage additional 
inflows can cause. The Raymondville Drain will join several other existing such entities, requiring “cumulative” 
impacts to be more adequately addressed as well. Issue stated for the Arroyo Colorado above also pertain to all 
other points of inflow to the Lower Laguna Madre.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Rakestraw 

Christine Rakestraw, Chair,  
Board of Trustees 
Lower Laguna Madre Foundation 

 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY  

 

 

 
ATTACHMENT G 

ATTACHMENT G 
 

Figures  

 

Exhibit Boards 

Comment Forms 

Public Handouts 

Presentation 

Photographs 

















COMMENT FORM 

(FORMA DE COMENTARIOS) 
 

Public Hearing – Raymondville Drain Project 

Audiencia Pública – Raymondville Drain Project 
 

Public Comment Period: May 12 to July 26, 2019 

Periodo de Comentario Público: 12 de mayo al 26 de julio de 2019 

 

__ I am an Elected Official (Soy Funcionario/a electo) Position (Posición): ______________________________________ 

Name and Mailing Address (Optional) (Nombre y Dirección [Opcional]): 

Name (Nombre): ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Address (Dirección):  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (Teléfono): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS BELOW (Favor de marcar la que le aplique): 

I am primarily interested in the project from the standpoint of a (Me interesa el proyecto desde el punto de vista de):  

__ Residential property owner or renter      __ Business property owner or lessee 

     (Propietario o inquilino residencial) (Propietario o inquilino del negocio) 

__ Other (Please explain) (Otro [Favor de explicar]): __________________________________________________________ 

How did you learn about this hearing?  (¿Como se enteró de esta audiencia?)  

__ Newspaper (Periódico)   __ Federal Register (Registro Federal)   

__ Other (Please explain) (Otro [Favor de explicar]):  __________________________________________________________ 

Do you support the proposed project? (¿Apoya el proyecto propuesto?) ___Yes (Sí)   ___No (No)  ___Undecided (Indeciso)       

 

COMMENTS (COMENTARIOS): 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please make additional comments on the back.  (Favor de hacer comentarios adicionales al dorso de esta forma.) 
 

Instructions on Submitting Comments: 
 

Written comments may be submitted via email to Ms. Mirna Sanchez at msanchez2@sbinfra.com, hand delivered to Ms. 

Mirna Sanchez at S & B Infrastructure, Ltd., 5408 North 10
th

 Street, McAllen, Texas, 78504, as well as by US mail addressed to 

Ms. Mirna Sanchez at S & B Infrastructure, Ltd., 5408 North 10
th

 Street, McAllen, Texas, 78504. Comments must be received 

no later than July 26, 2019 to be part of the Public Hearing record. Verbal comments may be provided at the June 11
th

 and 

June 12
th

 Public Hearings. 
 

Instrucciones para enviar comentarios: 
 

Los comentarios escritos pueden ser enviados por correo electrónico a Sra. Mirna Sanchez bajo de msanchez2@sbinfra.com, 

pueden entregar sus comentarios en persona a Sra. Mirna Sanchez a la oficia de S & B Infrastructure, Ltd., 5408 North 10
th

 

Street, McAllen, Texas, 78504, o por correo dirigido a Sra. Mirna Sanchez de S & B Infrastructure, Ltd., 5408 North 10
th

 Street, 

McAllen, Texas, 78504. Los comentarios deben de estar entregado a más tardar el 26 de julio de 2019 a que puedan estar 

incluidos al registro de audiencia pública. Los comentarios verbales pueden proporcionarse en las audiencias públicas del 11 y 

12 de junio. 

 



COMMENTS (COMENTARIOS): 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________Fold Here_____________________________________________________ 
 

 
5408 North 10th Street 
McAllen, TX 78504  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Mirna Sanchez 

S & B Infrastructure, Ltd. 

5408 North 10th Street 

McAllen, TX 78504 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Attn: Raymondville Drain Project, Public Hearing Comments 
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Hidalgo County Precinct 4   
Endowment Center
107 North Sunflower Road
Edinburg, TX 78542

June 11, 2019
Open House, 5:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Public Hearing, 6:00 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING
Raymondville
Drain Project

Willacy County Safe Room
10804 Business 77
Raymondville, TX 78580

June 12, 2019
Open House, 5:30 – 6:00 pm
Public Hearing, 6:00 p.m.



Public Hearing Agenda

• Recognition of Elected Officials

• Review and Approval of Environmental Document

• Legal Notices and Review Information

• Project Description, Existing Conditions, Schedule, 
Need and Purpose, Proposed Typical Sections, Right-
of-Way Requirements and Utility Adjustments

• Environmental Review

• Next Steps

• Public Comment Session

2



3

Elected Officials



4

Review and Approval of Environmental Document

Title IV, Section 401 of 
Water Resources Development Act

Public involvement and NEPA evaluations

are based on CEQ guidelines.

The USACE is the Federal Sponsor.

The Hidalgo County Drainage District is the

non-federal sponsor.
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Public Hearing Legal Notices

El Extra (on-line): May 10, 2019

El Nueva Heraldo: May 11, 2019

The Monitor: May 11, 2019

The Valley Morning Star: May 11, 2019



6

Available Environmental Document Review Locations

Hidalgo County Drainage District No. 1

902 N. Doolittle Road, Edinburg, TX 78542

Hidalgo County Precinct No. 4

1051 N. Doolittle Road, Edinburg, TX 78542

Willacy County Judge’s Office

576 W. Main Avenue, Room No. 152

Raymondville, TX 78580
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Increased Flooding Following Rainfall and Storm Events
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Need and Purpose

Project Need
- The existing drainage system is outdated and inadequate to handle

increased storm water runoff due to increased development in Hidalgo
and Willacy Counties.

Project Purpose
- Provide additional drainage capacity to increase flood protection.

- Reduce flooding and flood damage to residential, commercial and
agricultural areas.

- Provide economic development opportunities by reducing floodplain
areas and increasing the availability of farmland and other developable
land.

- Add potential new storage channels, ditches and pond facilities and widen
selected existing channels and ditches.
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Project Schedule

Construction Duration:
10 years

Current Estimated Construction Cost:
$417, 674,028
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Proposed Typical Section

-
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Right-of-Way Requirements and Utility 
Adjustments

Right-of-Way (ROW):
- The proposed channel will require a ROW width of
approximately 350 feet.

- No anticipated residential or non-residential displacements
will occur.

Utility Adjustments Include:
- Gas lines, power lines, fiber optic cable, water and irrigation
lines, etc.
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Environmental Review

Land Use
Socio-Economics

- Environmental Justice, Community Cohesion, Demographics

Water Resources
- Waters of the U.S./Wetlands, Floodplains/Floodways,
Water Quality

Biological Resources
- Vegetation, Habitat, Threatened/Endangered Species

Additional Environmental Concerns
- Hazardous Materials, Prime Farmlands, Indirect and 
Cumulative Impacts
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Next StepsNext StepsNext StepsNext Steps
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US Army Corps of 
Engineers conducts 

environmental 
compliance review

Submission to 
Congress for review

Submit Supplemental 
EIS and General Re-
evaluation Report 
(GRR)  for design

Public Hearings

Issuance of Record of 
Decision 

Appropriations and 
Release of Funding
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Public Comment Session
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Elected Officials



 (.wav)

• Submit Speaker Registration Card 

• Use microphone and face court 
reporter 

• State your name and whom you 
represent (if applicable) 

• Please comment on issues relevant to 
the Raymondville Drain Project

• Verbal comments are limited to 3 
minutes 

• Unused time may not be given to 
another speaker 

General Public Verbal Comment Period 

18

Raymondville Drain Project
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Verbal Comments

3:002:592:582:572:562:552:542:532:522:512:502:492:482:472:462:452:442:432:422:412:402:392:382:372:362:352:342:332:322:312:302:292:282:272:262:252:242:232:222:212:202:192:182:172:162:152:142:132:122:112:102:092:082:072:062:052:042:032:022:012:001:591:581:571:561:551:541:531:521:511:501:491:481:471:461:451:441:431:421:411:401:391:381:371:361:351:341:331:321:311:301:291:281:271:261:251:241:231:221:211:201:191:181:171:161:151:141:131:121:111:101:091:081:071:061:051:041:031:021:011:000:590:580:570:560:550:540:530:520:510:500:490:480:470:460:450:440:430:420:410:400:390:380:370:360:350:340:330:320:310:300:290:280:270:260:250:240:230:220:210:200:190:180:170:160:150:140:130:120:110:100:090:080:070:060:050:040:030:020:010:00
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Written Comments

Forms are available at the sign-in table.

Forms may be left in the comment box, mailed to
the address provided on the form, or emailed to:
msanchez2@sbinfra.com

Comments must be received or postmarked by 
July 26, 2019.
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Thank You



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT F 

 
 

Photograph 1 – View looking east at a 
directional sign located along State Highway 

107, directing the public to the location 
 of the Public Hearing. 

 

 
 

Photograph 2 – View looking west at a 
directional sign located at the intersection of 

State Highway 107 and Sunflower Road, 
directing the public to the location 

 of the Public Hearing. 
 

 
 

Photograph 3 – View looking north at a 
directional sign located at the entrance to 

the Public Hearing venue. 

 
 

Photograph 4 – View looking at a welcome 
board at the entrance of the  

Hidalgo County Endowment Center. 
 
 

 
 

Photograph 5 – View looking at the 
welcome board located outside the room 

where the Public Hearing was held. 
 
 
 

 
 

Photograph 6 – View looking at the podium 
area and projection screen used to display 

the presentation for the Public Hearing. 

The following photographs were taken during the Public Hearing held for the 
Raymondville Drain Project which was located at the Hidalgo County Precinct 4 

Endowment Center on June 11, 2019. 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT F 

 
 

Photograph 7 – View looking at one of the 
various television screens located 

throughout the room displaying  
the Public Hearing Presentation. 

 

 
 

Photograph 8 – View looking at a table 
located near the entrance containing the 
comment box, copies of the Public Notice 
and informational handouts for the public. 

 

 
 

Photograph 9 – View looking at the exhibit 
boards located in the back of the room 

 for public display. 

 
 

Photograph 10 – View looking at exhibit 
boards and table containing the 

environmental documents for public display. 
 
 

 
 

Photograph 11 – View of an S&B staff 
member at the sign-in table located at the 

entrance of the Public Hearing venue. 
 
 

 
 

Photograph 12 – View looking at the 
environmental document table. 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT F 

 
 

Photograph 13 – View looking at 
refreshments provided for the public and 

attendees of the Public Hearing. 
 

 
 

Photograph 14 – View of presenters, 
Barbara Castille and Raul Sesin, along with 

other staff, discussing the upcoming  
Public Hearing. 

 

 
 

Photograph 15 – View of attendees of the 
Public Hearing reviewing the 

Public Hearing handouts. 

 
 

Photograph 16 – View of staff and 
members of the public signing-in 

at the Public Hearing. 
 

 
 

Photograph 17 – View of attendees of the 
meeting examining the exhibit boards 

displayed at the back of the room. 
 
 

 
 

Photograph 18 – View looking at a member 
of the public reviewing the Public Hearing 

handouts available at the back of the room. 
 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT F 

 
 

Photograph 19 – View of a member of the 
public reviewing the exhibit boards 
displayed at the back of the room. 

 

 
 

Photograph 20 – View looking from the 
projector screen to the back of the room. 
Attendees of the meeting are awaiting the 

start of the presentation. 
 

 
 

Photograph 21 – View of presenter 
Raul Sesin as he prepares to begin 

the presentation.   

 
 

Photograph 22 – View of elected officials, 
staff, and members of the public awaiting 

the start of the presentation. 
 

 
 

Photograph 23 – View looking towards the 
front of the room at the beginning 

 of the presentation for the  
Raymondville Drain Project. 

 

 
 

Photograph 24 – View of presenter 
Raul Sesin discussing right-of-way 

requirements of the proposed project. 
 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT F 

 

 
 

Photograph 25 – View of presenter Barbara 
Castille discussing the environmental 

elements of the proposed project. 
 

 
 

Photograph 26 – View looking at attendees 
of the Public Hearing and members of the 
public observing the presentation for the 

Raymondville Drain Project. 
 

 
 

Photograph 27 – View of Elected Official, 
Ellie Torres, commenting on the proposed 

Raymondville Drain Project. 

 
 
 
 
 

[The remainder of this page is 
intentionally blank.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT F 

 

 
 

Photograph 1 – View looking north at the 
directional sign at the intersection of Labor 

Camp Road and Business 77, directing 
traffic to the Public Hearing. 

 

 
 

Photograph 2 – View looking south at the 
Willacy County Safe Room and directional 
sign directing traffic to the Public Hearing.  

 

 
 

Photograph 3 – View looking east at a 
directional sign directing the public to the 

parking lot of the Willacy County 
 Safe Room. 

 

 
 

Photograph 4 – View looking at the room 
layout and presentation set-up for  

the Public Hearing.  
 
 

 
 

Photograph 5 – View looking at the 
presentation set-up for the Public Hearing.  

 
  

 
 

Photograph 6 – View from the podium 
facing the audience for the Public Hearing.  

 

The following photographs were taken during the Public Hearing held for the Raymondville 

Drain Project that took place at the Willacy County Safe Room on June 12, 2019. 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT F 

 
 

Photograph 7 – View looking at the 
welcome board and sign-in table located at 

the entrance of the Public Hearing.  
 
 

 
 

Photograph 8 – View looking at the sign-in 
table depicted in the previous photograph.  

 
 

 
 

Photograph 9 – View looking at the 
comment box, public handouts table, and 
exhibit boards displayed along the side 

 of the hearing room. 

 
 

Photograph 10 – View looking at the table 
displaying the comment box, comment 

forms, public handouts, and Public Notices 
depicted in the previous photograph.  

 

 
 

Photograph 11 – View looking at 
refreshments provided for the public and 

attendees of the Public Hearing. 
 

 
 

Photograph 12 – View looking at the exhibit 
boards for public display located 

along the side of the room.  
 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT F 

 
 

Photograph 13 – View looking at the table 
displaying the environmental documents 

available for public review. 
 

 
 

Photograph 14 – View looking at members 
of the staff and attendees signing-in at  

the Public Hearing.  
 

 
 

Photograph 15 – View looking at a member 
of the public reviewing the environmental 

documents on display at the Public Hearing.  
 

 
 

Photograph 16 – View of presenter 
Raul Sesin during the beginning of the 

presentation at the Public Hearing.  
 

 
 

Photograph 17 – View from above of the 
attendees of the Public Hearing observing 

the presentation in progress.  
 

 
 

Photograph 18 – View of presenter 
Barbara Castille discussing the 

environmental elements of  
the proposed project. 

 



RAYMONDVILLE DRAIN PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT F 

 
 

Photograph 19 – View of attendees of the 
Public Hearing observing the presentation 

on the proposed project.  
 

 
 

Photograph 20 – View of Elected Official, 
Henry De La Paz commenting during the 

presentation on the 
 Raymondville Drain Project.  

 

 
 

Photograph 21 – View of the portion of the 
presentation that is open to the public for 

verbal comments.  
 

 
 

Photograph 22 – View of Elected Officials at 
the conclusion of the Public Hearing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[The remainder of this page is 
intentionally blank.] 
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